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What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Well hello there! It has been a long time since I have done my weekly newsletter. I’m not 
sure I can really say I do a weekly newsletter anymore. The main reason for my absence 
is the sheer number of recent auctions that have been keeping me busy. Many of you 
have reached out and sought auction rep services which I appreciate. There has been no 
shortage of material in the last months. My stock has grown leaps and bounds from the 
sales I’m happy to report. If there was one silver lining from this horrible pandemic I 
suppose it is that the coin industry is alive and well....prosperous even one might say. 

As the holidays draw nearer there will be fewer larger floor sales but once January hits 
we will see another burst from the sales that should have taken place at the New York 
International. At the time of this writing the FUN show in Florida has just been 
cancelled. This was the right thing to do. I know everyone is growing impatient with 
waiting for our trade shows but having one before the time is right is not what is good 
for the industry. 

There are a lot of virtual events happening as well as some auctions. Here is a snapshot: 


Maison Palombo Geneve Auction 19 (12 December 2020) 

Maison Palombo has a lovely auction planned in Geneva, Switzerland on December 12. 
There are 971 lots in the sale. Of those 971 lots, the first 120 are ancient. I noticed some 
extremely eye appealing high quality coins being offered but likewise very strong 
starting prices (not estimates). This will essentially mean either that the coins will 
hammer quickly after opening or possibly go unsold. There are some common types but 
in pristine condition. Lot 6, a Metapontum stater is atypical in style and has a cartouche 
on the reverse that showcases the name of the city state. It also comes from a Peus 2012 
auction. Lot 10 is a drachm from Gela. The distinctive hairstyle on the rider is as 
compelling as the strike is on the reverse. Lot 35 is an outstanding example of a drachm 
from Thessaly. A “plate” coin in Lawa (it is definitely a BCD coin but is only listed in the 
examples and not in the plates, it is a stunner. Unfortunately it has a stunner of a 
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starting price too! Lot 48 is a pretty hekte and has a pedigree back to Harlan J. Berk Ltd. 
when I was still working there in 2014 but the starting price of 8,000 CHF is really out of 
whack. I don’t like to use my newsletters to bash any auction house but as much as I 
love the coins I also think that most savvy customers will not want to bid on a lot of 
these coins because the pricing is far out of line on some attractive pieces. Lot 85 is one 
of my favorite types with the Sphinx on the reverse but the 100,000 CHF starting price is 
already out of hand. The pedigree certainly adds value but the piece would have been 
better served to start at 20,000 CHF and let the highest bidder win. 

Please do check out the sale as it has several coins that are affordable but if something 
looks expensive and out of line then just say no. 


Leu Web Auction 14 (12-13 December 2020) 

Leu starts their web auction 14 on the same day as Maison Palombo with a staggering 
2,600 lots. I was so pleased with their last auctions (6, 7) that I almost don’t want to 
ruin it with the sheer number of coins in this sale. That said, it is always worth a peek. 
Low cost of entry and plenty to choose from are two main takeaways from this sale. If 
you are looking for pedigree you likely won’t find more than a vague suggestion of it but 
it certainly is a good place to find items that might be missing from your collection. If 
the green deposits weren’t so much, I would be all over lot 102. It is of fantastic style 
and if you are into cleaning your coins it would be worth your time to buy it at a mere 50 
CHF estimate. Lot 178 is an absolute steal for a tetradrachm of Akanthos in good 
condition. There are several Alexander gold staters and most are estimated at 1000 CHF 
which is a great value. No promises that they will stay at that level but at least there is a 
chance one will fall through the cracks. 


Upcoming auction: Triton XXIV (four sessions) (19-20 January 2021) 

Triton XXIV is conducting their regularly scheduled annual January sale but without the 
New York International as a backdrop. The auction will be conducted online, although 
as I understand it you can go to view coins at their offices if needed. The sale looks great. 
It is slightly bittersweet to see the first part of the catalog, The Peter Merani Collection. 
Mr. Merani was a lovely gentleman. I remember him fondly in New York, even last year. 
He was buying right up until the end of his life. He will be sorely missed. He leaves 
behind a beautifully curated collection and certainly collectors will be excitedly buying 
his material. Lot 37 is evidence of his last purchase with me. A lovely Republican 
denarius of T. Vettius Sabinus. He purchased the coin specifically because the IVDEX on 
the reverse referenced the law and this touched him in a personal way. I reminisce about 
collectors that have left us when they buy coins with specific purposes in mind aside 
from aesthetics. Part 2-4 contains several smaller collections. There are numerous 
beautiful electrum coins from the Jonathan P. Rosen collection. Rosen was honored a 
few years ago at the ANS Gala. His commitment to the world of numismatics is 
boundless. Rosen had an obvious fondness to electrum coinage and we will continue to 
see many coins that graced his collection being offered by various auction houses. This 
catalog is no exception. There are some great British hammered and Danish kings that 
are offered in the world section. I even enjoyed seeing the collection of Tiberius coinage 
assembled by the 93 year old collector David Feinstein (there is a heartwarming 
photograph of him at the beginning of the section). CNG has always done a good job of 
humanizing their collections by the stories they tell of the various collectors. 

I will be getting 10 catalogs from CNG. If you would like one first come first serve! 


https://mailchi.mp/ 8297041985 f 0 /whats-new-at-shanna-schmidt-numismatics-inc- 1566373 ... 12 / 4/2020 



What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Page 3 of 5 


ANS Activities - The GALA 

Look out for more information on the upcoming Gala. Despite not having the New York 
International, the ANS Gala will go on as a virtual event. Just speaking with executive 
director Gilles Bransbourg I was excited to hear about one of the speakers. If you want to 
learn more about it just visit here: http://numismatics.org/2021-ans-gala/. Please 
support the ANS. I truly believe that the ANS serves us all in some way. If the pandemic 
taught me one thing it was that learning is something that is a low cost of entry for 
most people that are actually interested. I’ve been truly blessed to be part of the ANS (I 
recently became a fellow, yay!) and meet the people I have through this experience. The 
ANS website gives lots of information so check it out and please join! 


ANA - World’s Fair of Money (Chicago, IL, August 10-14, 2021) 

I am beyond excited for the ANA in Chicago this coming year. I’m absolutely confident 
that a vaccine will be widely available and that the convention will occur. This ANA will 
likely be a highly successful event. Imagine the fun that we will all have on the bourse 
floor with all the dealers and collectors converging. I’m giddy with excitement. Plus, I 
have so many coins now that I’m dying to share them with more than my limited selling 
possibilities online. 


Coin of the Week 

DENMARK. Stridsperioden (Civil War) or Magnus d. Gode. 1044 - 1047. East Danish 
Standard, Lund. AR Penny, o.92g (16mm, I2h). Lund mint; Ilontat(?), moneyer. + O ID 
IIIVDCO, bird (dragon?) standing left / + IL- ONT AT N LVD, voided long cross, with 
pellet at center and triple-crescent ends; crescent in first quarter. 

Pedigree: Ex Kaaber (HO auction 40), lot 39 

References: Becker rev. die 110; Hauberg 16 (Magnus the Good); Hede III, 43 

Grade: A few tic marks. Wonderful toning and superb imagery. Extremely Rare and beautiful. 
Mint State 

Price: $7,500 

WCI153 
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The ‘Stridsperioden’ (literally meaning a ‘time of dispute’) is the name given by Danish 
historians to the period when rival Danish and Norwegian claimants (Magnus den Gode, 
Harald Hardrade, and Svend Estridsen) fought for the Danish throne. During this 
period, circa 1044-1047, Lund changed hands many times. Because of this, the mint 
produced a number of dies with the names blundered, so that any coins produced would 
be accepted by whichever king controlled the mint at a given time, (this was taken from 
a CNG write-up). 

The references suggest that the obverse image is of a bird but I am of the opinion that 
this is a dragon. From the first time I saw this rare type I was convinced that a true 
Viking would have not just a bird on their coinage but something fierce like a dragon. 
The references don’t suggest it is a dragon but I will call it one based on my opinion. 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/world/denmark-stridsperioden-civil-war-or- 

magnus-d-gode-i044-i047-east-danish-standard-lund?rq=wcli53 

If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 


Copyright © 2020 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 

www.shannaschmidt.com 
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